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LEAFIELD PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes for the Parish Council Meeting 

Held at 7.02 pm on Tuesday 08 October 2024 at Leafield Village Hall 
 
Present: Cllrs Tom Butler, Cllr Jeremy Russ, Richard Shuttlewood 

Clerk – Anne Ogilvie 
Absent: Cllr Luke Caunt, Cllr Adam Compton, Cllr Richard Stammers 

Members of Public: Three members of the public 
 
363. Welcome from the Chair 

Cllr Butler welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

364. To receive apologies for absence 
Apologies were received from Cllr Caunt, Cllr Compton and Cllr Stammers. 

365. To approve and sign the minutes of the Council meeting on 10 September 2024 
It was resolved to approve the minutes of the Council meeting on 10 September 2024.  The minutes were 
signed by the Chair. 

366. To receive declarations of interest from Members regarding items on the agenda 
None. 

367. Opportunity for the public to speak – to provide members of the public/press with the opportunity to 
comment on items on the agenda, or raise items for future consideration.  In accordance with the Standing 
Orders, this will not exceed fifteen minutes in total and five minutes per person 
It was reported that the Church is planning to install a movable ramp to improve access to the church. 

368. To receive reports from County and District Councillors 
No reports received. 

369. To receive and comment on the Clerk’s report 
The Clerk’s report was received and noted. 

 Recreation and Leisure 

370. Playground – To receive regular playground inspection reports and agree actions 
The action report was received and noted. 
It was agreed to obtain quotations for a new gate for the enclosed playground. 
It was noted that members of the community have joined the Playground Refurbishment Working Group, and 
that the Council needs to provide a brief of the priorities for the playground. 

371. Village Hall – To receive an update regarding the CIO from the Village Hall Management Committee and agree 
actions 
The Village Hall representative provided an update regarding the CIO. 

372. Village Hall – To receive an update regarding the Village Hall extension plans and agree actions 
The Village Hall representative provided an update regarding the extension plans.  Costs were discussed. 
It was resolved to contact OALC regarding a PWLB loan. 
It was noted that the Village Hall Committee would talk to the Football Club regarding options for a separate 
building for changing facilities. 

373. Village Hall – To receive business proposals and funding requests from the Village Hall and agree actions 
No proposals or requests were received. 

374. To consider moving item 12 on the agenda to precede item 10 on the agenda 
Cllr Butler proposed moving item 12 on the agenda to precede item 10 on the agenda. 
It was resolved to move item 12 on the agenda to precede item 10 on the agenda. 

375. Playing Field – To consider a request from the Village Hall Committee to hold a Fireworks Display on 02 
November 2024 on the playing field and agree actions 
It was resolved to approve the Village Hall Committee to hold a Fireworks Display on 02 November 2024 on the 
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playing field.  It was requested that the Committee check and confirm that the attendance figure on their 
insurance policy was adequate. 

376. Village Hall car park – To receive an update regarding planting hedging as car park barriers and agree actions 
An update regarding planting hedging as car park barriers was received. 
It was resolved to approve applying for a TOE grant of £1,000 towards the car park hedging project. 
It was noted that the TOE grant requires community involvement in the project.  It was resolved to advertise 
that the Council would like volunteers and groups to help undertake planting the hedging. 

377. Village Hall car park – To consider a request from Friends of Leafield School for a recycled clothing bin to be 
situated in the car park and agree actions 
It was resolved to permit the Friends of Leafield School to have a recycled clothing bin in the car park for a 
year’s trial period, subject to the bin being managed by Friends of Leafield School including keeping the area 
clean and clear, and the removal of any bags or rubbish left around the bin. 

378. Pavilion – To receive an update regarding the insurance claims 
The update regarding the insurance claims was noted. 

379. Pavilion – To consider the request from the insurer regarding recovery of their expenditure from the car 
damage claim and agree actions 
It was resolved to complete and sign the forms required by the insurer regarding recovery of their expenditure 
from the car damage claim. 

 Churchyard and Burial Ground 

380. To consider the drainage investigation proposal for the burial ground and agree actions 
The drainage investigation proposal for the burial ground was considered. 
It was resolved to contact the LPA for advice regarding whether the drainage investigation proposal would be 
permitted within the current planning conditions. 

 Parish Maintenance 

381. To consider the draft grass cutting specifications for 2025-2028 and agree actions 
The grass cutting specifications were considered. 
It was resolved that revised specifications would be presented for Council consideration at the next Council 
meeting. 
It was resolved to offer three-year grass cutting contracts, from 2025 to 2027. 

 Community 

382. To receive an update regarding the proposed Community Speedwatch Scheme and agree actions 
An update regarding the proposed Community Speedwatch Scheme was received.  It was noted that TVP 
advocated using the community speedwatch programme website to obtain information regarding the scheme, 
and set up a group. 
It was resolved to contact members of the public who had expressed an interest in being members of a 
Community Speedwatch group with the information from TVP, so they could organise the creation of a village 
group. 

383. To consider CCTV options for the village and agree actions 
CCTV options for the village were considered.  It was resolved not to proceed with this project. 

384. To consider funding defibrillator training for the community and agree actions 
It was resolved to fund defibrillator training for the community to a maximum of £200, to be funded from 
general reserves.  It was resolved to delegate authority to the Clerk to agree the funding with the training 
organisers. 

 Planning 

385. To comment on any planning applications received before the date of the meeting 
24/02384/FUL – Conversion of existing garage to nail bar and single storey extension – Peapell Stores, Fairspear 
Road, Leafield 
It was resolved not to comment on this application. 
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386. To receive an update of previous planning applications 
23/01442/FUL – Development of seven houses and a two storey block of four flats and associated works to 
include the widening of Greenwich Lane – Land west of Greenwich Lane, Leafield 
Awaiting decision 
24/00632/FUL – Demolition of the existing garage, bungalow, associated buildings and hardstanding.  
Construction of five dwellings with associated works – Wychwood Garage, Fairspear Road, Leafield 
Approved – 24 September 2024 
APP/D3125/W/24/3338933 (23/02245/FUL) - Demolition of the existing garage, bungalow, associated buildings 
and hardstanding.  Construction of seven dwellings with associated works – Wychwood Garage, Fairspear Road, 
Leafield 
Not yet decided 
23/01136/S73 – Variation of condition 2 of permission 22/00571/FUL to allow changes to roof height of new 
dwelling – 49 Lower End, Leafield 
Approved – 12 September 2024 
24/01693/S73 – Variation of condition 19 of permission 22/03408/FUL to allow the removal of the restriction 
on the 8 x barn style cabins that prevent them from being used as permanent occupation or as a primary place 
of residence – Leafield Technical Centre, Langley, Witney 
Awaiting decisioni 
24/01320/FUL – Demolition of existing bungalow.  Erection of a dwelling with attached garage, associated 
driveway and landscaping – 3 Langley, Witney 
Under consideration 
24/01869/FUL – Erection of 9 dwellings including affordable homes, with new access and footpath, carports, 
parking, landscaping, and all enabling works, together with new allotments and dedicated parking – Land 
adjoining Greenwich Lane, Leafield 
Under consideration 
24/01750/HHD – Raise roof height and insertion of front dormers and rear rooflights to create first floor 
ancillary accommodation.  Provision of external staircase.  Alterations to boundary walling and widening of 
vehicular access – Sperrings, Witney Lane, Leafield 
Approved – 19 September 2024 
24/02089/HHD – Erection of single storey rear garage extension and construction of attached pergola – 
Greenviews, 41 Lower End, Leafield 
Awaiting decision 

 Action Plan and Budget for 2025-2026 

387. To consider the draft Action Plan for 2025-2026 and agree actions 
The draft Action Plan for 2025-2026 was considered, and changes made. 
It was resolved to approve the revised Action Plan for 2025-2026. 

388. To consider the draft budget for 2025-2026 and agree actions 
The draft budget for 2025-2026 was considered.  It was agreed that councillors would study the budget and 
consider options.  It was noted that the draft budget would be considered again at the next council meeting. 

 Administration and Finance 

389. Finance update – To review and approve the finance update, to review and approve the bank reconciliation 
The finance update to 30 September 2024 was reviewed. 
As of 30 September 2024: receipts were £74,154.62, payments were £52,096.38, and the balance was 
£101,800.06. 
It was resolved to approve the bank reconciliation to 27 September 2024. 
It was resolved to approve the finance update. 

390. Budget update – To review and approve the budget update 
The budget update to 30 September 2024 was reviewed. 
It was noted that 35% of the budget had been used to 30 September 2024. 
It was resolved to approve the budget update. 

391. Reserves – To review and approve the reserves 
It was noted that as of 30 September 2024: 
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Earmarked reserves - £7,705.00 had been used; £34,443.74 remained. 
General reserves - £15,330.75 had been used; £23,421.93 remained. 
It was resolved to approve the reserves update. 

392. Payments and receipts – to ratify previous payments, review and approve current payments, to note current 
receipts 

Payee Reason             Gross Payment 
It was resolved to ratify the following payments: 
Ionos Email/website £30.00 
Microsoft 365 renewal £59.99 
Gallagher Insurance renewal £5,353.51 

 
It was resolved to approve the following payments: 
Logs Unlimited Grass cutting £359.40 
Chadlington PC Training contribution – Financial Regulations £13.75 
Eaglestone Outdoor Churchyard wall repair – remainder £1,830.00 
WODC Chargeable waste collection £442.00 
Moore External audit £378.00 
WODC Litter/dog bin emptying £261.14 
Anne Ogilvie Administration reimbursement £39.10 
Anne Ogilvie Net salary – P7 personal 
HMRC PAYE/NI – P7 personal 
LGPS Employer/employee pension – P7 personal 

 
It was noted that GPC was used as the power to spend. 

It was noted that the following receipts had been received: 
WODC Precept – 2nd half £34,256.00 
Community Gym Pavilion rent £325.00 

393. To instruct the bank signatories to approve the payments 
It was resolved that the Clerk will enter the bank payments, and Cllrs Butler and Caunt will authorise the 
payments. 
It was resolved to add Cllr Shuttlewood as a bank signatory for the Co-operative Bank current account. 

394. To consider training options and agree actions 
The training options report was noted. 

395. To note the receipt and publication of the External Auditor Report and Certificate 2023-2024 
It was noted that the External Auditor Report and Certificate for 2023-2024 had been received, and had been 
published on the website and noticeboard. 
Council noted the comment regarding the high level of general reserves at the end of the year.  It was noted 
that there had been a proposal on the March 2024 agenda to transfer funds from the general reserve to 
earmarked reserves, but unfortunately the March 2024 council meeting was cancelled due to being inquorate.  
The funds were approved to be moved from the general reserve to earmarked reserves at the April council 
meeting. 

396. To note the publication of the Notice of Conclusion of Audit 2023-2024 
It was noted that the Notice of Conclusion of Audit for 2023-2024 had been published on the website and 
noticeboard. 

 Communications 

397. Correspondence Register – to receive the register and agree actions 
The correspondence register was received and noted. 
Correspondence regarding idling near the school was noted.  It was agreed that Cllr Russ would discuss the issue 
with the school. 
Correspondence regarding footpath issues was noted.  It was resolved to advise OCC Highways Engagement 
Team and OCC Cllr Walker about the issues. 



 

2024/47 
Signed: Date: 

398. To receive items for information only 
It was noted that the Clerk had been in contact with the school regarding the Christmas Tree on the Village 
Green. 
It was noted that the Remembrance silhouettes, poppies and wreath would be set up in late October. 

 Meetings 

399. To receive requests for items for the next agenda, and note that motions for inclusion on the next agenda and 
background papers (including quotations) must be received by the Clerk at least one week before the next 
meeting 
It was noted that motions for inclusion on the next agenda and background papers (including quotations) must 
be received by the Clerk at least one week before the next meeting. 

400. To confirm the date, place and time for the next meeting 
Tuesday 19th November 2024, 7.00 pm, at Leafield Village Hall. 

The meeting was closed at 8.43 pm. 
 
 
Signed: ______________________________________________                    Date:  ____________________________ 
 


